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The classic supernatural thriller by an author who helped define the genre. Past the rusted gates

and untrimmed hedges, Hill House broods and waitsâ€¦ Four seekers have come to the ugly,

abandoned old mansion: Dr. Montague, an occult scholar looking for solid evidence of the psychic

phenomenon called haunting; Theodora, his lovely and lighthearted assistant; Eleanor, a lonely,

homeless girl well acquainted with poltergeists; and Luke, the adventurous future heir of Hill House.

At first, their stay seems destined to be merely a spooky encounter with inexplicable noises and

self-closing doors, but Hill House is gathering its powers and will soon choose one of them to make

its own.
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The Haunting of Hill House remains one of the most important horror novels of all time and certainly

one of the most singular haunted house tales ever written. It is certainly worth mentioning that at no

time do we or the characters actually see any sort of visible ghostly manifestation; the phenomena

are limited to cold spots, spectral banging on the walls and doors, messages written on walls, and

torn, blood-spewed clothing in one room. If Jackson had compelled Hugh Crain (the main who built

Hill House) to pop out of the woodwork and say Boo!, this story would have been long forgotten.

Still, it quite amazes me that Shirley Jackson has met with such critical success and eternal

popularity; I say this only because her writing style is unique and rather off-the-wall. Truly, Jackson's

writing itself is haunted, and she herself almost surely was in some manner. There is a degree of

insanity in every page; the characters often engage in dialogue that is childish of a sort and certainly



different from normal adult conversation. I would think such idiosyncratic writing would appeal only

to those like myself who are different, somewhat kooky, outsiders looking at the real world through

thick-paned glass that sometimes fogs over or plays tricks with our eyes depending on the angle in

which the sun hits it or does not hit it.Eleanor is an especially appealing character to me because I

share many of her doubts and fears: I don't belong, what are people saying about me?, are people

laughing at me behind my back?, why am I here and where am I going?, etc. No one rivals Jackson

in the ability to paint a deeply moving, psychologically deep portrait of the tortured soul.
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